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Topic:
Downloadable and machine readable content


Task:
Create guideline on how down loadable content should appear in 802 standards to be put in the 802 OpMan or guideline.

DRAFT 1 for review & consideration by 802 EC

Note to the EC:
After examining the most recent draft of the 802 P&P, it would appear that there is nothing even close to this topic within the coverage of the most recent draft of the 802 Op Man.

Therefore, this recommendation will cover two separate areas:

1. An “802 Guideline” for the handling of down-loadable content during the pre-publication phase of a project.

2. A recommendation for consideration by IEEE-SA staff as to how down-loadable and machine-readable portions of a standard should be made available on a systematic and consistent basis to those who are qualified to receive copies of the standard either as customers or by other entitlement.

RE: Item 1:

Portions of a draft that are expected to be made available as (1) a freely reproducible separate PDF (a PICS Proforma would be such an example) or (2) a machine-readable ASCII file (a parameter table or compiler compatible source code) in the final standard need to be made available during draft development in a consistent manner. 

At a minimum, the proceeding means that when such additional files exist, each version of the draft should be packaged on the Working Group's web site in a separate draft version specific folder. Such fold should contain the “main body” draft itself as well as all the “supplemental files” that are associated with that version of the draft.

Within the “main body” of the draft the existence of the “supplemental files” should be explicitly acknowledged in the body text and/or in footnotes of the standard at the textually appropriate spot. (foot note preferred) with an explicit URL/link.  The URL shall have explicit enumeration of the version control number of the file so that the “main body” of the draft can be changed without requiring a no-change version roll of the supplemental file set. ANY change of a supplemental file version shall require a version change to the associated main body draft (to update the pointer at a minimum). Such “supplemental files” should have the same password protection as the “main body” portion of the draft.

Whether or not the existence of such supplemental files needs to be explicitly mentioned/enumerated in the front matter of a draft in a consistent manner (perhaps similar to Annexes and Appendices) is a matter for consideration and not addressed at this time. (The development of front matter is not clearly the responsibility of the Working Group anyway.)

--more--

RE: Item 2:

We should make the following recommendations to staff for handling “supplemental files” when a standard is published:

1. The IEEE-SA should provide a single stable and durable server location for “supplemental files” to published standards (as defined above) with a file structure hierarchically organized by standard number and version.

2. The RevCom submittal process/form should have an explicit check item added to indicate if “supplemental files” are part of the submittal package. If such files are included, then a link to their location should appear on the RevCom submittal form.

3. When a draft is edited for publication the URLs for “supplemental files” shall be updated to reflect their shift in location from the Sponsor location to the IEEE-SA publication location.

4. “Supplemental files” shall stay in the same stable location on the SA server (i.e. a static link) even after their controlling version of the standard is superseded.

5. “Supplemental files” should stay in the same stable location on the SA server even after their controlling version of the standard is withdrawn to support any discovery requirements to establish prior art.

6. Any purchase of or entitlement to a standard should include access rights to supplemental files. It is an IEEE pricing policy decision as to whether the access to supplemental files will be more liberal than the foregoing.  IEEE 802 may make recommendations as to pricing policy for supplemental files. For example, it is desirable to make PICS Proforma documents available at no charge and freely reproducible.

