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MESH NETWORKING PROPOSAL SELECTED

FOR IEEE 802™ WIRELESS LANs

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA, 10 March 2006 – The IEEE 802.11 Working Group has passed a major milestone in the development of IEEE 802.11s™, “Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) Specifications:  Extended Service Set Mesh Networking”, by voting to confirm a single proposal as the initial basis for the IEEE 802.11s standard. Many additional steps, which will include technical changes, are necessary before this standard becomes final; but this vote sets the baseline from which the group will work.


Once completed, IEEE 802.11s will provide an interoperable and secure wireless distribution system between IEEE 802.11™ mesh points. This can reduce backhaul and installation costs.  It also will extend mobility to access points in IEEE wireless local area networks (WLANs), enabling a new class of IEEE 802.11 applications that require untethered infrastructure. 

The working group winnowed the 15 proposals presented in July 2005 for this amendment down to two in January 2006.  The two final concepts were then merged to create the Joint SEE-Mesh Wi-Mesh Alliance proposal, which the group confirmed as a baseline for this amendment.  The evaluation process considered five relevant use cases, i.e., those concerning the residential, office, public safety, military, and campus/community/public access sectors.

“From wireless video distribution in the home to battlefield communications, mesh networking can improve data rates, reliability and range.” says Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group Chair. 

Donald E. Eastlake 3rd, Mesh Networking Task Group Chair, says “Mesh networking features will help keep IEEE 802.11, already dominant in the WLAN arena with over a hundred million chip sets shipping annually, at the cutting edge of technology for the maximum benefit of its users.  Final approval of the new amendment is targeted for 2008.”
About the IEEE Standards Association

The IEEE Standards Association, a globally recognized standards-setting body, develops consensus standards through an open process that brings diverse parts of an industry together.  These standards set specifications and procedures based on current scientific consensus.  The IEEE-SA has a portfolio of more than 870 completed standards and more than 400 standards in development.  For information on IEEE-SA see: http://standards.ieee.org/.  
About the IEEE

The IEEE has more than 375,000 members in approximately 150 countries. Through its members, the organization is a leading authority on areas ranging from aerospace, computers and telecommunications to biomedicine, electric power and consumer electronics. The IEEE produces nearly 30 percent of the world's literature in the electrical and electronics engineering, computing and control technology fields.  This nonprofit organization also sponsors or cosponsors more than 300 technical conferences each year.  Additional information about the IEEE can be found at http://www.ieee.org.
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Abstract


This document is a proposed Press Release on the confirmation of the Joint SEE Mesh and Wi-Mesh proposal as the baseline for TGs work. This version has already been reviewed by the IEEE.
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